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What are the principles of Copyright?

Under the Copyright Act 1994 

• Copyright is a set of ‘exclusive property rights’ given to owners in 

relation to their creations. 

• To have copyright protection, a work must be ‘original’ – meaning 

the author must have created it independently using their own 

skills and labour, not copied it from another person’s work.  

• Copyright applies automatically to an original work as soon as it is 

recorded or created (can be hard copy or electronic copy).

• Copyright applies to all images.  From the time it is created, a 

photo or other image is automatically protected by copyright.  



Copyright protects –

the way you express ideas and information

the way you express concepts

printed material (novels, letters, scripts etc)

computer programs

songs (music or lyrics)

photographs, graphics and paintings

internet material  (video, web pages, graphics)

sound recordings on records, tapes, CDs or online

films, movies

etc, etc

Copyright is automatic as long as the creative work is original

Copyright applies to hard copy and electronic copy



What do the symbol and notice mean?

• The copyright symbol and notice remind 

people that the work is protected and lets 

them know who is claiming copyright

• You should apply to the person claiming 

copyright for permission to copy etc.

©



• Anyone who wants to use someone else’s copyright work 

generally needs permission to use the work. 

• If you do get permission, you must identify the author of the 

original work

The following would be unprofessional and unethical

• Use of whole or part of an image without permission

• Adapting an image without permission

• Recreating an identical image

What are the ethical issues relating to copyright?



• Unauthorised use = copyright 

infringement

• Copyright Act provides for legal action 

against copyright infringement

• At EIT: 

Students must note that EIT treats 

copying copyright material seriously. 

Penalties range from a warning through 

to suspension 

What are the penalties relating to copyright?



From the internet …

• Check that your are getting images from license free sites

• Go to Creative Commons

• When using Bing make sure you choose correct options 

• You can also choose 

you should then read 



Do a search …. 

• Go to a website -

• Look at the graphics – the owner of the image is shown and the 

name of the group sharing the images is shown

• If you use Kevin’s image, you need to include the URL



Another site … 

• Go to a website -

• Click on a graphic

• Buy the license so you

download and use the

image

• This is a copyright image
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